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Preparation Brainstorm for a Topic-based Lesson 
 
 
Have a look at this ‘model brainstorm’ for the subject of animals, which you could use with 
young learners, adapted for a variety of levels.  
 
See how we can introduce different areas of learning into our classroom when we use a topic-
based approach such as this.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How could you develop and build on this, or use it as a model for brainstorming a topic for 
your classes? 

Vocabulary –  
Different types of animals 
- Domestic/wild 
- Characteristics 
- Parts of the body 
 

TOPIC - 
Animals 

Language structure –  
- Present simple 
- Description 
    - Colours/appearance 
    - Adjectives/nouns 
 

Creative/productive tasks –  
 
- Drawing and labelling parts of 
body of a favourite pet 
- Describing your drawing to 
the rest of the class 

Video/Listening –  
- Natural world programme    
on wild animals 
- Guess the animal from a 
short description 

Craft activity –  
- Build a farm/zoo 
- Create animals to 
put in the farm 
 

Activate –  
- Visit to local farm/zoo 
- Teacher/class member 
brings in a pet (tame!) 
 


